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Rock Brook Family News - March 2018

Important Upcoming Dates

By Mary Caterson, Rock Brook School Director

March 2018

30 RBS Closed

Spring Break
April 2018

2-6 RBS Closed

Spring Break

9 School Resumes

Regular Day

14 PNO - Last One

19 Grandparents
Visiting Day 9:30-11 am

Social Communication Disorder vs. Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Children who are experiencing social problems may appear to have Autistic Spec-
trum Disorder (ASD), but some of these children fit the criteria for Social
(pragmatic) Communication Disorder (SCD). Children with either ASD or SCD
often have a corresponding Developmental Language Disorder, which also needs
to be considered during the diagnosis and treatment process.

The most clearly defining factor between ASD and SCD is that those children
who receive the Autistic Spectrum diagnosis show or have a history of restricted
and repetitive patterns of behaviors, activities or interests. These might include
having difficulty with transitions, lining up toys, extreme focus on a specific top-
ics, etc. Children with SCD have social interaction and language difficulties that
are similar to those that kids in the spectrum have without the restricted and
repetitive patterns of behavior.

The approach to treatment can be similar and should support the social commu-
nication challenges of the children in varied situations. It is important to include
peer opportunities and teach the peers how to initiate and maintain interaction
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portunity to understand the strengths of friends with ASD and SCD and appreci-
ate them. (For more information see the article in the ASHA Leader magazine
date April 2018)

Il By Katie Hardgrove, Rock Brook School Principal
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From the Director
Mary Caterson

Dear All,

| hope that the winter storms are
behind us and that spring is au-
thentically here. The kids have
been outside on the cold, sunny
days but we could use some
warmer temperatures. We look
forward to spring events in our
calendar: Parents Night Out

(4/14), Grandparents Day (4/19),

Run with Rotary (4/22),

Family Night (5/18) and the Year

End Fundraiser at Terhune
Orchards (6/3). Time for

community and fun!
Mary
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